
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Story City, Iowa 

 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor  

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 

 

Easter Sunday                                                             April 16, 2017 

Prelude                

Hymn                  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”              No. 367 

Welcome 

Prayer of the Community                                            (on screen) 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements 

Worship Hymn “Worship Christ, the Risen King” (vv. 1,2,5)  No. 361                       

First Lesson – Acts 10:34-43 
 

 

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that 
God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the 
one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the 
message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know 
what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John preached—    38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and 
how he went around doing good and healing all who were under 
the power of the devil, because God was with him. 
 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but 
God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to 
be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses 
whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 



Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson        

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: Gary & Judy Hested, Nancy McMenamin, Gloria Oberender 

Greeters: Doug & Mary Mechaelsen, Al & Karen Hermanson 

Reader: Cathy McKim 

Candlelighter: Zachary Twedt 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 
 

 

 
 

 

Second Lesson – Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, 
who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory. 
 

Gospel – Matthew 28:1-10 
 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they 
shook and became like dead men. 
 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he 
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead 
and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ 
Now I have told you.” 
 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with 
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. 
“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid.      
Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

Confession of Faith   (on screen) 
(Martin Luther's Small Catechism) 

Children’s Sermon 

Offering 

Offertory              “We Give Thee but Thine Own”              No. 816 

Senior Choir Anthem    “Christ is Arisen, Indeed!”  by Natalie Sleeth  

Sermon                               “Resurrection”               Pastor Jensen       

Lyric Video                   “All Things New”             Andrew Peterson  

Closing Prayer 

Lord's Prayer             

Benediction 
Please be seated as the choir assembles for the                

“Hallelujah Chorus.” The choir director will indicate                     
when to stand during the singing of the song. 

 

Closing Hymn       “Hallelujah Chorus” from “Messiah”       Handel 
 

Please allow the choir to recess before you leave. 
 

Postlude   
 

Welcome to visitors! Amid candy, egg hunts, and bunnies, may 
we know — and help our children know — the true joy of Easter: 
Jesus’ resurrection! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 190 
 
Former choir members and others  
who would like to sing the “Hallelujah  
Chorus” with the Senior Choir are invited  
to come up and join the choir after the  
Benediction. Choir members will provide  
you with extra music.  
 
Thank you to all those who had a part in  
making this such a meaningful Lenten Season,  
whether by helping with the Lenten suppers,  
providing special music, or attending the  
services.  
 
Thank you to the youth who served breakfast this morning! 



 

 

Thank you to the ladies who helped finish 15 quilts on Thursday!  
 

Ushers, Greeters, and Readers for May: Sign up on the bulletin 
board in the old narthex (just as you pass through the wooden 
doors into the sanctuary), or contact the church office.  
 

Women’s Monthly Bible Study will continue this Tuesday at         
2 P.M. in the Social Hall. All women are invited to join us for a time 
of fellowship and study. 
 

Wednesday morning Women's Bible Study will meet this week 
on April 19th at 9 A.M. in the library. Hope to see you then! 
 

A Story City’s Writers Group will meet Friday, April 21 in 
Immanuel’s library. We encourage Christian writings only, and will 
provide peer review and support for publishing. Group will meet for 
90 minutes each month. Contact Laura Carlson (515.291.5430) or 
lauraevecarlson@gmail.com for more information. 
 

May Newsletter Articles and Announcements are due to the 
church office by Friday, April 21. Please email your items or drop 
them off during office hours. Thank you! 
 

 
 

 

2017 Mission Challenge 
  

What might God want to do for  
His mission in the world through you? 

 

In 2015 and 2016, a total of 33 volunteers accepted a challenge to 
do something bold for the sake of God’s kingdom rule. They used 
seed money and help from others to change our community and 

world in beautiful ways. Our Deacons are again hosting a       
Mission Challenge in 2017.  

 

During worship on Sunday, April 23, we will ask for twenty 
volunteers to receive seed money for them to use creatively with 

others for God’s mission. Is the Holy Spirit prompting you to       
participate in the challenge and make a difference right next door  

or across the world on behalf of Christ? On a few Sundays in June, 
the Mission Challenge participants will share briefly what God 

enabled them to do. 
 

God is making our community and world better; how might 
you join in? 

 
 

Scandinavian Days 2017. Immanuel’s Scandinavian Days 
Beefburger Luncheon and Bake Sale will be Saturday, June 3.    
The first planning meeting for this event will be next Sunday, April 
23 immediately following the church service.  Please mark your 
calendar for both dates and be thinking about how you can help.  
Remember - many hands make light work!  Thank you, and see 
you on April 23! 
 

 
 

THE CAT – A GREAT SUCCESS!! 
 

The Immanuel Transition Team THANKS ALL OF YOU so 
very much for your participation over these last weeks in 
completing the CAT . . . in sharing your story!  We know that 
you are probably tired of hearing about the CAT, but please 
know that your contribution is so greatly appreciated!  You 
have provided valuable information for the Transition Team 
and Church Council to have – your story, these results of this 
assessment, is critical to guiding us on our journey together.  
Thank you once again!! 
 
As of Thursday morning, April 13, we had 220 participants 
that had completed the CAT!  This is an outstanding  
response – over 90% of our average weekly attendance!   
Now you may be wondering about the next step?  
The Transition Team will receive the Vital Signs Report from 
Holy Cow! Consulting in the next week, which is the results 
summary of your input from completing the CAT.   
 
Then, on Sunday April 30, the Transition Team and members 
of the Church Council will host a consultant from Holy Cow! 
Consulting who will provide to us the interpretation of this Vital 
Signs Report.  This detailed analysis will allow the Transition 
Team and Church Council to make the important decisions to 
continue moving ahead!  Information from our Vital Signs 
Report will be shared with the congregation in future months! 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Middle and High School Youth Activities 

 

Good Friday Service 

Thank You to all who helped with Worship on Friday!! 
 

Easter Breakfast 

  A huge shout out to all who helped served the breakfast 

this morning and to all who came and shared fellowship                        

with us this morning! God is Good! THANK YOU to Gayle              

Tate, Tammy Nicholson, Rodney Bunn and Chris Dahl for                   

all of your help and support during the weeks and                              

months leading up to today! Thank you for your hard                   

work.  We have an awesome Youth Board. 
 

Summer Stretch 

The deadline to sign up for Summer Stretch is  

Wednesday April 26th. Please see the March                           

monthly Youth News mailing for more information                          

and your registration forms. If you have misplaced                      

your forms, please see Zachary for another copy. 
 

Trinity and Confirmation Students 

We are heading down to Meals from the Heartland in  

Des Moines on Wednesday April 26th. This will replace  

our class time.  We will be leaving from Immanuel no  

later than 5:45PM.  We will have an orientation at MFTH  

at 6:45, then we will pack meals from 7-8:30PM. We will  

have pizza for the ride down to Des Moines. Please pack a  

snack to eat on the way back to Story City. Our goal time  

to return back to Immanuel is 9:30. If you have any  

questions, please contact Pastor Kurt or Zachary. 

 
 

April 16-April 23, 2017 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
 

Sunday, April 16   Easter Sunday   
8:00 A.M.  Radio Broadcast 
8:00 A.M. Easter Breakfast  
9:30 A.M. Easter Festival Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 

Tuesday, April 18    
9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
2:00 P.M. Monthly Women's Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, April 19 
9:00 A.M. Women's Bible Study (Library) 

 6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
 6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper   
 6:45 P.M. Confirmation & Trinity Classes  
 7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 
 

Thursday, April 20     
6:00 P.M. Deacons 
7:00 P.M. Board of Ed. and Trustees meetings 
8:15 P.M Joint Council Meeting 

 

Friday, April 21    Newsletter Article Deadline 
9:00 A.M. Christian Writers Group (Library) 
 

Saturday, April 22 
8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 

 

Sunday, April 23   Mission Challenge Sunday  
8:00 A.M.  Radio Broadcast 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)  
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:45 A.M. Graduation Faith Stepping Stone (Youth Room) 


